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ooo A public hearing of the Assembly Interim Committee on 
Judiciary, Subcommittee on Police Administration, was convened at 10:15 
aoM.5 Tuesday, December 17, 1957, in the Auditorium of the Education 
Center in San Diego, California, Assemblyman George G., Crawford, Chairman, 
presiding ooo 


CHATRMAN GEORGE G. CRAWFORD: I'm sorry, but we're a little late, 
I would like to introduce the Assemblymen, Assemblyman Robert Crown from 
Alameda; next to him is Assemblyman Howard Thelin from Glendale, Assembly= 
man Louis Francis from San Mateo, our legislative Secretary, Mrs, Marsha 
Starkey, and Fred Galli, who is our Sergeant-at-Arms and takes care of the 
recordings, Joe Dewald is the interim assistant to this Committee; however, 
he will be, I imagine, leaving in the near future to complete the arrange~ 
ments for the radio hookup so that our witnesses this afternoon will 
remain anonymous. 


This Committee was formed by Resolution through the Assembly. This 
is known as the Police Administration Subcommittee, We were assigned many 
varied subjects -- Minimum Police Standards, Searches and Seizures, Con- 
stitutional Rights, Sex Crimes, and juveniles and narcotics law enforce- 
ment, The Committee is interested in the problems arising in the treatment 
of sex offenders and we hope that you gentlemen who are testifying here 
as witnesses are going to be able to educate us on many things that may 
arise or that we may have in our mind at the present time. We seek to 
achieve a personality condition wherein the offender is no longer a menace 
to society and we hope that you will be able to inform us how best the 
offender may achieve a status of permanent emotional stability. 


The purpose of this hearing is to receive evidence of methods which 
have been used in the past to aid the offender in achieving stability 
and we believe that this information will assist the Legislature in making 
laws which will enable the State to continue the progress which it has 
achieved in the past few years. 


As you come forward to testify, will you please take a seat at the 
table directly in frent of us, identify yourself and where you are from, 
Our first witness this morning will be Dr. Rood. 


REGINALD S,. ROOD, Supt. 
State Hospital 
Atascadero, California 


DR, ROOD: I am Reginald S, Rood, the Superintendent of the State 
Hospital from Atascadero, California. I was interested in your outline 
of the purposes of the meeting, and the achievement of the emotional 
stability of the sex offender to the end that he is not recidivistic, 


Tne approach, of course, that we have taken on the way we interpret 
the present law in the Department of Mental Hygiene and as we have applied 
the law in the treatment of these sex offenders of the Atascadero State 
Hospital; and I say that we're very happy with the present law and the 
way it operates, the general intent of the law and procedures under which 
it operates, I think probably, and we are also very pleased with the 


results that we've gotten in certain of these offenders being treated 

in the Department of Mental Hygiene and we're very happy with the way 

fi the law sets up conditions under which we are able to select ‘the patients 
that are suitable for treatment, or the offenders that are suitable for 
treatment, in our Department of Mental Hygiene. We start in, of course, 
with the definition of the sex offender as interpreted and which is one 
convicted, of course, first, of some crime and predisposed, suffering 
from some personality disorder, predisposing him to sexual offenses in 
a degree to constitute a public menace... 


I know as interpreted... at the hospital as we observe these 
cases under the 90 day observation period as the law provides, we 
generally have a dual factor definition, that is, its been interpreted... 
the legal definition, that is the one with the abnormal sexual desire 
of a degree to constitute a public menace, and what we do is more or 
less to rule out certain sex offenders and include others for mental 

: treatment. For instance, the ordinary homosexual who is interested in 
adult males or adults of the same sex, we tend to rule out because he 
doesn't qualify as a menace, ‘The element of menace is absent because 
the relationship is purely on a voluntary adult relationship between 
competent adults so that fellow in the act is more a partner than a 
victim so the element of menace is absent so we do not accept for treat- 

i ment under this law the ordinary voluntary homosexual unless, of Course, — 

= he is interested in children, 


J | We vend to rule out tco, from the list the rapist... the rapist 
of the adult female, because although the imminent menace is present, 
the element of abnormal sexual desire is not present. I mean he, like 
a thief or most criminals, sane criminals.. of course all these people 
are Sane, sane criminals,-~- fail to control temptation that anybody has. 
In other words the inclination toward the physically mature female, So 
that the element of personalities ** of abnormal sexual inclination is 
absent so we tend to think of the rapist of the physical mature female 
as one more for the Department of Corrections. 


They all stand convicted, of course, and its a matter of alterna- 
tive where they go. But the group of sex offenders that particularly 
hits both bars, you might say, of the dual factor definition is the 
child molester, They are the ones who are very obviously with the abnormal 
desire because the average male is not interested in children sexually 
and he is a menace because the child doesn't know the difference and is 
not supposed to have the taboos being able to say no, and so forth. So 
we have the child molester as the typical sexual psychopath as legally 

= defined and interpreted and they are the ones who do particularly well 
in the Department of Mental Hygiene and the State Hospital and they are 
fairly cooperative in treatment. They participate in the group therapy 
and lead a good deal of the treatment themselves and in a cooperative 
way. We, under this law at Atascadero, receive about 650 or 750 patients 
a year for observation and out of that number we keep for treatment... 
in other words, we say, "Well, if he is a sexual psychopath and will 
benefit by treatment in the state hospital this cuts to 350 or 400," 
The others we say that he is not a sexual psychopath along these terms 
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and on the basis of his conviction the court disposes of him immediately 
by probation, or by sentence, just as if the sexual psychopathy had never 
arisen, Under the law, of course, we have the ** , it was amended 

last year I think, we have also after the 90-day observation period the 
other possibility, that is to say that "this man here is a sexual 
psychopath but will not benefit by treatment," and in that case the 

court can send the man to prison as a sexual psychopath or as a 

sentence for his offense, either one, and which makes an added protection 
to the public because some of these people have been convicted of 
misdemeanors and in the old days we'd say a lot of those persons who were 
sexual psychopaths are not amenable, .. . and would not benefit by 
treatment in the state hospital, then the court would only sentence him 
as a misdeamenant, that is to jail, and it is awkward to have a sexual 
psychopath in the court's hands with only a possibility of sentencing him 
to jail so that this year the statute has been amended to include that 
field, to permit the court to recommit such a person to an institutional 
unit in the Department of Corrections. Of course, the basis of our 
selection of those that are amenable or who would benefit by treatment is 
pretty much on the basis of how they feel they will fit into a security 
setting designed for the criminally insane, or that is for the insane, 
and in that connection it is important to realize that all of these 
facilities of the Department of Mental Hygiene are fundamentally insane 
asylums, except for the homes of the feebleminded ** , But all the 
hospitals for the mentally ill are fundamentally insane asylums and, 
through the years we gradually injected into them sane people who 

needed mental treatment. We've been doing it for many years with 
alcoholics, the nonpsychotic people, who need mental treatment for 
personality disorders. And in more recent years we've added the sexual 
psychopaths to the program, but, as I say, fundamentally they are still 
mental hospitals for the insane and I bring that up because in relation 
to which of these sane offenders are amenable to treatment in that setting 
and to understand that we have to understand the difference between the 
dangerous insane man and a dangerous sane man; I'm speaking from the 
standpoint of security. Now the difference is that a dangerous insane 
man, or the insane man, are incapable of plotting or conspiring with each 
other. They are incapable of organized activity by the very nature of 
their disease and you never hear of a riot in an insane asylum, for 
instance, you do in prisons, but not in asylums, unless you're dealing 
with an insane asylum that has been forced to take certain sane people 
for treatment and the superintendent doesn't have a choice. In the 

** State Hospital in Washington a few weeks ago a group of patients 

took over the east wing, but in that case there were sane people for 
mental treatment and the superintendent didn't have the choice of which 
ones he took. So what we do inasmuch as only the sane will riot and 
conspire and hold hostage and all that sort of thing as they do in 

the prison system ** , In an insane asylum or state hospital you don't 
have that because the insane are incapable of conspiring and plotting 

and rioting so that when we introduce sane people into that setting for 
mental treatment we must have the choice of which ones we take and that 
is exactly what the sexual psychopathic law gives me, is the choice of 
which sane patient I take in for mental treatment and because if I am 
forced to take certain ones just because they conform to a definition 
then I'd be up against it and would have to turn the place into a prison 
to prevent conspiracy and rioting and in that setting we can have certain 
** advantages which we can't get ina prison, You have the whole medical 
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tradition, you see, beyind treatment as against punishment for the 
insane, The medical tradition will accept the individual as a person 

to cure what ails him and to cure the cause of his offenses where as you 
know in the punitive tradition, of course, we reject the man for his 
crime. Well now, we saw that in the ** getting, of course, the attitude 
of acceptance of the individual as a person has to exist ** the point of 
view of acceptance, &@s against rejection, has to be oe and so 
therefore from my point of view, of course, its easier to give mental 
treatment in a hospital setting than it is ina peieen setting. And thse 
other reason is this... Well, it's easier to give mental treatment in 


the hcspital setting. There's this aan of the possibility of oe 
and the protection against the necessity of adopting security measures 


to guard against the activity of hostile groups in a prison, as ceaannk 
a hospital, There is no cold war, no spirit of cold war between the 
inmates and the administration of a hospital, which of course is nearly 
always present in 6 prison because of the fear of hostile group activity. 
So that is why those patients who are amenable to treatment in a hospital 
setting ~ IT would rather have them there because it is easier to do a 
good psycotherapy on the basis of acceptance and handling them as fellow. 
humans with a problem rather than as a rejected person. So that's about 
the essence of the unique feature, the great feature of this California 
law is that it gives the superintendent power to select the sane patients 
for treatment and gives them ** and then yey ZO back to society because 
ener? is the alternative of prison present and the reason the alternative 
of the prison is present because the man stands convicted before the 
question of sexual psychopathy comes up. ‘there is a rare salutary 
situation we have in this state in regard to the handling of these people, 
from my pcint of view, from the patient's point of view, from the court's 
point of view, and from the public's point of view, from the standpoint 
of the results of the program, FE sent Mr. Cook, I think, some material 
on that. Perhaps I carl give you a few rougti figures o o « We have - I 
might say we get for chservation about - well I told you about 700 patients 
3 year and we kesp about 400 and in the three years that we've run that 
institution, Abascederc, we have released about 1,100 patients and of 
that number the cou: and when we release them they go back to the 
court and stand beror Ur& requesting probation, you see county 
probation, that's the status that they are before the courts when they 
return, they are nob re seg — esta ubhority or anything like that 
ae » and juestion of probeticn has beer 
postponed CULL the period of this Sees nent which lasts about 16 or 17 
months and then they go back to the court and stand requesting probation. 
Well, of course, inasmuch as they have had the treatment the court is 
naturaliy more inclineé to give probation than if they stood there without 
treatment and so the courts Pollow our recommendation in regard to 
probation in about 90% of the cases, which indicates good cooperation, 
and so what i'm getting at ig ** We follow those cases that the courts 
put on probation for. six months ** , that is both to the patient, to the 
ex-Gatients on probation, and the probation officers, and they have been 
very cooperative in returning them and we have so far in our work here 
in the 34 year history of the institution, about 90% of them have been 
successful and 10% recidivists. I vow that figure has probably 
increased some, but even if it does I think its a very notable achieve- 
ment and reflects peomery. the very fine law dealing with these people 
and aiso the Pact that we've matehed the law with this unique institution. 
This hospital is ** et the present time. We have about 1,150 patients 
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there and two-thirds of them are the sane sexual psychopath which we 
treat. The others, of course, are the criminally insane so that its 
unique inasmuch as this is a State Hospital, or insane asylum, the 
majority of whose patients are sane people under mental treatment. The 
average state hospital, Camarillo, Patton, etce., run about, I would say, 
10 or 15% of the patients are sane people, you see they're alcoholics 
or ** and 85% of them are psychotic. 


So that's the story of the Atascadero State Hospital in essence. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Thank you, Dr. Rood. Are there any questions 
from the Committee members? Mr. Thelin? 


EXAMINATION BY ASSEMBLYMAN THELIN 


Q@. Dr. Rood, I'm quite unfamiliar with your institution and its 
system, and I want to clarify my thinking a little. You have these people 
on probation, do you get any after conviction? 


A. No. There's no - you see the way the law works if a man is 
convicted of some offense, any offense, it doesn't have to be a sex offense, 
‘any offense not involving the death penalty, and then the question of whether 
or not this man qualifies as a sexual psychopath comes up, and then if it 
is determined that he is a sexual psychopath he is sent to the Atascadero 
State Hospital for a 90-day observation period to determine whether we say 
he is a sexual psychopath, and then if we say he is a sexual psychopath and 
will benefit by treatment the court writes out an indeterminate order in 
that the patient stays in the hospital in absentia, the court writes out 
an indeterminate order for an indeterminate commitment as a sexual psycho- 
path. Then when we have him treated to the point where we believe that is 
is no longer a menace then we return him to the court with the recommendation 
that he be granted probation on the basis of that original conviction. 


Q. Would you ever recommend that he not be granted probation? 


A. Well that's purely ** , as I indicated awhile ago, if he 
proves to be a type of person, that is a criminal psychopath or a marauding 
psychopath or ** psychopath, why then of course I can return him to court 
with the recommendation that he still is a sexual psychopath but doesn't 
belong in a state hospital so sentence him or put him in the prison system 
as a sexual psychopath, either one of the two. There is a flexibility 
there which is very desirable. 


Q. Are you limited at all as to length of time you can keep 
somebody there under observation? 


A. The observation period is 90 days. 


Q. Then after they come back again you can keep them there 
until you feel you can reach a decision? 


A. That's the philosophy of the law. They are there for their 
mental condition and not on the basis of some offense. 


Q. This could possibly go on several years then? 


A. Oh yes. Some of them we keep for life. 


: Q. Is there ** to be a sexual psychopath who goes back to you 
and you're just apt to have him with you the rest of your life? 


A. Well, not apt to, but it's possible. 
Q. Possible? 


A. Most of them we turn back to the courts as improved enough to- 
be considered no longer a menace. Sometimes we will get a senile ora 
senescent person who, by virtue of his senility, ** and in that condition 
he doesn't get any younger, and if its an organic condition we tend to 
keep him for a longer time than we would keep the younger ones. I might 
say in that connection, you people are interested - you must be - in the 
law and what you can do to improve the law as indicated - in general, I'm 
very happy with the law and the way it works; the only point of it that I 
think might be improved - it isn't so much the sexual psychopath. law 
itself, but it's that section 1203 of the Penal Code which denies the 
court discretion in certain cases with priors, or certain offenders who 
are caught prior. And, you see if a person with a prior 288 conviction 
** say 2 or 3 years ago, and he is convicted again of it, and then the 
question of sexual psychopathy arrives and then he goes to the hospital 
for 18 months for treatment and then he comes back to the court with 
recommendation for probation, then under the present law, Section 1203, 
that court does not have the discretion to give him probation, so that 
I'm not suggesting that the court be required to grant probation, but I 
think in any case that if he has been treated at Atascadero for that 
period of time and comes back for probation, I think the court should be 
granted discretion because as Section 1203 of the Penal Code is written, 
in the days when the man was convicted one week and then he came up for 
probation the next week, which of course if perfectly understandable 
that the court would deny discretion with certain ** prior felony 
conviction, But the way the psychopath law works, if he is convicted 
in January of '56 and he doesn't come up for probation until June of 
'57, you see, there's an interim period of 16 or 18 months that was not 
contemplated when they wrote Penal Code. Section 1203, so I think most of 
the courts or judges agree with this, I've talked to several of them in 
Los Angeles ** , that sentence should be written into Section 5517 of the 
Welfare and Institutions Code where we send a person back who is no longer 
a menace with a recommendation of probation - some sentence could be 
written in there - this applies to Section 1203 the contrary notwith- 
standing in this particular case or something could be worked out by the 
framers of the code, and I think that would be a desirable addition 
because, as I understand, it is the intent of the law as you stated 
earlier, if the man has no longer a personality that makes him a menace 
in the sexual field he should be back in society as an adjusted member of 
society and when we send one back, you see, after treatment at Atascadero 
that in essence is what we are saying, and therefore to have the court 
bound by prior convictions to sentence that man in spite of that, it 
becomes a little bit conflicting. I didn't mean to get too far off from 
your question. 


ASSEMBLYMAN THELIN: You've answered my question, thank you 
very much, 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: At this time I'd like to take the opportunity 
to introduce Assemblyman Caspar Weinberger from San Francisco. Mr, Francis 
has a question, I believe. 


EXAMINATION BY ASSEMBLYMAN FRANCIS 


Q. Doctor, perhaps I've misunderstood you, but am I to under- 
stand that you contend that once a man has been treated there in your 
hospital and then is returned to the court that he should then be granted 
probation and in any case even though he is a second or a subsequent 
sexual offender? 


A. Well, I think the court should have the discretion to do it, 


Q. Well, it seems to me that the Legislature has made this 
mandatory because obviously they didn't think that the court should have 
the discretion in these cases and it seems to me further that you're 
advocating that these people, at least this type of criminal, should not 
be punished like any other type of criminal. However, conviction and 
subsequent sentence is supposed to be punishment, or a deterrent, or any 
other type of theory, that's immaterial, but I mean he is still a criminal 
and I just can't understand why this type of criminal, which is one of our 
worst types, should completely escape any penalty? 


A. Well the theory and the philosophy under which this thing 
works is that although he is sane and responsible he has a personality 
disorder which tends to give him this abnormal desire for children, you see 
the pederasilic desire, and that, inasmuch as the rest of us don't have 
that type of information, is considered as a mental problem, you see, and 
they are sent for mental treatment. 


Q. Well isn't a murderer a mental problem? 


A. Well that's a different thing. He may be, but I don't think 
he should be considered as such - I mean a sane murderer - because of the 
element of deterrent. But you see, in - I don't take anybody up there for 
mental treatment, I don't call anybody a sexual psychopath unless I feel 
that he has inclinations and he has desires the normal man doesn't have; 
in other words, the child molesters, the exhibitionist to an extent. That! 
one reason I don't take the rapist of the adult female. I think they shoul 
be handled in a punishment atmosphere as a deterrent to others with the sex 
desires, JI would not advocate that thieves or embezzlers or income tax 
evaders - sane income tax evaders - be handled as mental cases because of 
the fact that - granted that they may be - I mean others who are not 
mental would take a chance on it, you see, if the punishment was eliminated 
So I make the distinction between those types of crimes which represent 
a failure to control normal temptation and the type of crime which 
represents abnormal desire, stealing for instance, you see the failure to 
control normal temptation, because everybody wants to steal but the squares 
don't do it because they restrain themselves. But child molestation, or 
lascivious sexual fondling or amorous interest in a child, that is abnormal 
desire and I don't hesitate to handle them without punishment because the 
rest of them don't want to do that anyway. So the element of punishment 
as an instrument of deterrence is irrelevant in my opinion because thieves 
and well practically any of these other crimes against **, rape of the 
physically mature female. 


vi 


. Q. Well under what facts and circumstances would you feel 
it would be proper the child molester or child rapist should completely 
escape punishment after he has been treated at your hospital and 
returned to the Court? 


A. Well, I agree with the intent of the Code, as I under- 
stand it, that that man if he no longer has any personality disorder 
compelling him to do that, then I think he is safe in society and should 
be returned because, as I've indicated, I don't think it's necessary to 
punish those people from the standpoint of setting an example to others 
** because other people don't want to do that you see. Now if you were 
going into the element of punishment as revenge or something like that - 
social revenge - that's something else again you see. But all we are 
interested in is the fundamentals of protection of society. 


Q Well I can understand your theory, and of course as.a 
doctor I can understand your viewpoint, but I just cannot understand 
the distinction that you:-have set forth where you say that these people 
could be returned to society because they have some type of mental 
derangement that the normal people don't have and yet I think that's true 
if you want to extend that to a number of types of criminals who admittedl 
have some type of sexual derangement. In my opinion even a rapist has 
some type of mental derangement or he wouldn't be doing it. It's the 
same thing with the murderer? 


A. Well, I agree with that. But that's why I don't think 
that the rapist should be handled in a medical setting because everybody 
wants to have sexual ** physically mature female and if you take punish- 
ment away from the rapist of the physically mature female, then some of 
the rest of the people, as everybody has, will take a chance. 


Q. Well,could we send these other types of criminals to - 
say your mental institution or any other state institution - and after 
they've had treatment return them and then grant them probation? 


A. I don't believe in that, no. Because, you understand 
the reason? 


Q. Yes. 

CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Thank you very much, doctor. Mr. Crown? 
EXAMINATION BY ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: 

@ Doctor, as a physician, how do you define psychopath? 


A. Well, I really have two types of psychopaths, I think 
I make the distinction between the criminal psychopath and the sexual 
psychopath. The word psychopath for the type of people that we select 
for treatment at Atascadero is really not -- it gives a false impression 
because I think that the sexual psychopath that is the child molester 
and the exhibitionist, as being more, you might say, the sexual neurotic. 
But the criminal psychopath is the man who tries to restrain himself in 
inclinations that anybody has, that is, he takes, and the rest of us 
restrain ourselves from stealing, or he takes sex with the adult female - 
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abnormal desire is present if it's a boy, or a man, victim, In contrast 
to when the victim is a female then the abnormal desire is only present 
in the pre-pubic ** , but certainly normal ** you see, but the element of 
menace is constant. 


So when the victim is a male... that's tough because, you 
see, certainly I think of my own children - if my boy 16 years old - he is 
not that old yet, but if I had one 16 and he came home and told me that 
"this man propositioned me and I accepted his invitation," why I'd tell 
him "you should know better than that," but if I had a kid 11 years old 
and he came and told me that, then I'd go to the DA. Well now ** 15 and 
12, some place there is a junction in there, I might say a different 
culture even throughout the State, consider that point a little bit 
differently; some of them will get a little bit upset if I send a boy 
17 or 18 years, I mean a case where the victim was a boy of 17 or 18 
years old, I'd send that man back to court as not a sexual psychopath 
because the element of ** menace ** but I tend to consider him a sexual 
psychopath if the victim is, say, in the first two years of high school, 
It's a little bit awkward in that area. 


Q@. In other words,mayI sum up what you are saying, correct 
me if I'm wrong. Is it not this, that first we determine what is 
normality and if the act itself w may define as abnormal in that the 
average person, whatever that means, would not desire to do this, 
whether or not constrained by society, and in that evertthen the person 
should be treated medically, but that in the event the person is doing 
what the normal person would like to do without the constraint of 
society then, of course, he should be punished? 


A, Except when you're dealing with the adult male 
homosexual, 


Q. Except with the homosexual, yes? 


A. Because he needs treatment too, but the public doesn't 
want to put out the taxpayer's money to treat all of those people because 
they are not a public menace, 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: I see, thank you very much. 
EXAMINATION BY CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD 


@. Doctor, I have some questions. Just what type of 
treatment do you give to the individuals whom you accept? 


A. Well, of course, the basis of it is the spirit of 
acceptance in the medical approach, or the psychotherapeutic, the climate 
of the psychotherapeutic community, whatever .. . it's rather hard to 
verbalize that attitude, but I think basically you'd consider it the 
group therapy. We have those sex offenders divided up in groups of 8 or 
10 and then we have the medical staff of 12 or 13 and then the 
psychologists, 5 or 6 people, and the social workers, 5 or 6 people, in 
other words 25 or 30, possibly, leaders and then you divide those others 
into these groups. Now they all get group therapy once or twice a week, 
and they talk it out, and of course that group therapy to understand the 
effect of it you'd almost have to experience it. It's very successful 
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the rest of us would like to but we don't -- and that is the criminal 
psychopath, you see, and that is the type of person, generally speaking, 
who doesn't belong in with the insane, but you take the sexual psycho- 
path as I have defined him, the child molester and the exhibitionist, 

as a rule they are pretty good fellows in other areas of existence. 

That is, they are honest and they have some conscience about them in 
other areas of life. In other words, the molestation of a child isn't 
a release of normal desire, it's an abnormal compulsion. 


Q. A psychopath is not synonomous in each case with 
psychotic? 


A. Ohno. None of these people are psychotic, none of them 
are crazy. You see they have all been convicted and you can't convict 
acrazy man. If he was crazy when he did it then he comes as criminally 
insane, so then he's not guilty by reason of insanity, or too insane to 
stand trial. That's a different thing. None of these people are crazy 
** they're sane people with a personality problem that makes them behave 
that way, you see, they're perfectly sane and responsible. 


Q. I'm quite interested in the logic that you have employed. 
I don't find a great deal of argument with it. Could you not go a step 
further and say that where a sexual psychopath was being treated, for 
example at Atascadero, and then returned and was given probation, that 
in effect he had been receiving punishment while being treated in that 
he was deprived of the normal contact with society? 


A. He is deprived of his liberty but he is not rejected in 
** you see. That's the idea. In other words... 


Q. That's about the most valuable thing we have, I think, is 
our liberty so I think that you can determine that jin effect, this is 
punishment, that the man has been treated and medically found that he 
is rehabilitated. I understand that you don't see where there is any 
great offense against our social system by thereby returning to society 
if in effect he has been medically improved? 


A. No. I think it is an enlightened approach. 


Q. I might ask another question. That is, when you talk 
about crimes against children and you discuss normality the argument or 
statement that you make is quite interesting in that you say, "this is 
not something we all want to do" and this, of course, certainly seems to 
me is logical. When you say children, medically when does this state 
cease? 


A. Well, with the female I would say that it ceases with 
maturation of ** and secondary sexual characteristics. That is, it is 
normal, I would consider it normal for a person to be attracted by any 
female when the secondary characteristics develop. In other words it 
would go up to 12 or 13 years old. That is, anyone who is interested 
in a female child 8, you see, even though sane, is a mental case, he's 
a mental case, you see, a mental quirk. 


Now the male, that's a little bit tougher because when the 


offender and the fellow are both males in the act, then you run into a 
situation where the abnormal desire is present throughout the age. ‘The 
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in my estimation. It's a very acceptable approach to the nonpsychotic 
people with personality problems ** , I think that the talking out in the 
group . . . you see what it does, I suppose, is it gives a man confidence 
even without his defenses because if you're in a group of friends why 

you tend to lower your defenses to protect yourself against what people 
think of you, and all that, and if one can live with that why then he is 
stronger because he can be more himself and that's what these people 
develop, they develop a sort of an unconscious self confidence ** > of 
course, that's a little bit vague. But the whole effect is to make them 
feel at home as one of the adult sheep of society, that he's not inferior, 
there's nothing special about him, he's not a degenerate after all, 
because you see the incidence of this thing is so rare that a child 
molester has never seen another child molester before ** , He's never 
had a chance to talk it over with another child molester before, he's 
never had that experience you see, The talking out in the group situation 
for the neurotic is a very fine thing. 


Q. Doctor, of those whom you have sent back to the courts 
with the recommendation that they be granted probation, now what 
percentage of recidivism have you had? 


A, About ten percent. I think I mentioned that the court 
could grant probation to about ninety percent of them, The ten percent 
go on to prison, and then some of them go to jail. 


Q. Now, those individuals who are first sent to you for 
observation, what percentage would you say you turn away as being sexual 
psychopaths but being unable to benefit by treatment? 


A. Well, that would be a very small number. Because of our 
relations with the Department of Corrections TI try to say that either he 
will benefit by treatment in the hospital or not . .. most of them fall 
into that category ... to give you a percentage -- I gave you, I think, 
a percentage -- about sixty per cent of the sexual psychopaths who will 
benefit by treatment and I would say 35 percent of them are not sexual 
psychopaths as legally defined, and then about five percent would be 
sexual psychopaths that don't belong in a hospital because they would 
be disrupted, 


Q. Now, I believe that you stated in your testimony that 
these individuals who are accepted into your hospital are those that 
have a compulsive urge towards younger children, is that correct? 

A. Yes. 


Q. They are unable to prevent giving in to this compulsive 
urge? 


A, Yes, they have a yen for children which they know is not 
right but which they recognize, ** abnormal, Yes, that's the idea. It 
isn't release that's normal, because that isn't normal. 

Q. Then your treatment is to enable them to resist this 
compulsive urge or to do away with the compulsive urge? 
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A. ** , of course, it's mixed. The whole man changes and 
with it ** general self-understanding, a combination of the reduction of 
the urge and the ability to resist it. : 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Are there other questions? 
EXAMINATION BY ASSEMBLYMAN WEINBERGER 


Q ** 50% recidivism to Mr, Crawford. Is that of sex 
offenses also? Is that in the same field or is that 10% returned for 
erimes of all kinds? 


A. No. That's only in the sexual field ** , 


Q. Is it the same general kind of crime for which they are 
originally convicted? 


A. Yes. Many of them are exhibitionists. 


Q. Now what happens to those 10% on recommendation for 
probation, is there a much stricter policy with people in that category 
° © » When they are returned to the hospital, then do they have a much 
longer period of treatment before they are considered to be recommended 
for probation again? 


A. Yes, you see those people are , , . ordinarily what 
happens is the man is arrested for the new offense and then the same 
rigmarole goes through -that is, he goes through the 90-day observation 
period, and some of them, of course, we say are not amenable to treatment, 
you see, and then to put him in prison. ** , I think about half of them 
we keep for more treatment depending on... 


Q What I'm interested in is the general progress in the 
field and whether the second release shows any lower rate of recidivism 
among the particular 10% or not? 


A. Well, they're getting down to so few there we haven't 
had enough experience to give you a valid answer on that yet. 


Q The general thing I have in mind is that a course of 
treatment and a recommendation for probation is a justified thing, I 
suppose, on the basis of medical experience and all, and it seems to 
work in a large proportion of the cases, but I wondered if it was 
followed more or less automatically the second time around or if there 
was not a much higher burden that the individuals would have to sustain 
before they would be recommended for probation the second time when he 
has demonstrated that the treatment has not worked? 


A. We follow them the second time around, but you can see tha 
with this three-year experience there are very few on the second time 
around because we keep them 18 months the first time and if we keep them 
2 or 3 years the second time most of them on the second time around are 
still up there. So that recommendation for the second time around 
probation, I don't know, there probably aren't over 4 or 5 cases of that. 


am 
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Q. The greatest public criticism, as you know, comes from 
those cases where the crimes are committed and where the history shows 
they have been in before and had probation granted after a relatively 
short time? 


A. Yes. I wouldn't recommend probation for any of those 
people unless they had been in the hospital 16 or 17 months. 


CHATRMAN CRAWFORD: Are there any other questions? Thank 
you very much, Doctor. 


Dr. Mitchell? Will you identify yourself, please? 


DR. JOHN A, MITCHELL 
State Department of Corrections 
Sacramento, California — 


DR. MITCHELL: My name is Dr. John A, Mitchell. “I am the 
Medical Director for the Department of Corrections. I have been with 
the Department of Corrections since March 25th of this year and prior 
to that I was with the Metropolitan State Hospital for 8 or 9 years as 
Medical Director there, This problem is vaguely familiar because at 
Metropolitan State Hospital we had a sex psychopath treatment program 
for a period extending from about 1939 to 1954 at which time it was 
transferred to Atascadero. I'll try to give you a brief resume of what 
happens to the sex offender in the Department of Corrections. 


I checked through our records and find that as of June 30, 
1957, the Department of Corrections had 1,210 cases of individuals who 
had been committed there after being convicted of rape charges or sex 
perversion, incest, lewd and lascivious conduct, and that type of thing, 
and in checking further I found that they were distributed quite widely 
throughout the Department to various institutions. For instance, 
San Quentin had 360 of these cases; the California Medical Facility had 
308; California Men's Colony at San Luis Obispo, which has the older 
men, has 267 cases; Folsom had 121; Soledad 97; Chino 27; Deuel 
Vocational Institution 17; and Tehachapi 13, which were mostly parole 
violators. Now in addition to these cases that are committed directly, 
I find that as of December 11, 1957, that we had about 40 cases which 
were judged sexual psychopaths by the court, they had been observed in 
**% Atascadero and were found not amenable to treatment so they were 
returned to court and then sent to Department of Corrections. [In 
checking further, I found that we have had about 80 of these individuals 
since 1950, when the law went into effect, and about 30 or more have 
been sent out. I don't know what has happened to them, I didn't have 
time to run down the figures and find out just how they've gotten 
along since they left the Department of Corrections. 


Now, Mr. Beatty has prepared a preliminary ... ora 
report on the statistics of the sexual offender imprisoned in California 
and I believe he has sent copies to the Committee so I won't go into 
that particular report. But I can add a few things here and there 
concerning these people. As I mentioned, these individuals are 
scattered throughout the Department in all the various prisons. Some 
of the prisons have very good treatment programs, psychiatrically 
oriented treatment programs, others have no psychiatrists, no 
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psychologists available and the men have to depend on the counseling 
program which is in operation in all the institutions. 


I might make a few comments about the program at the 
California Medical Facility at Vacaville. That is more or less a 
counterpart of Atascadero in mental hygiene. The institution at 
Vacaville is primarily a psychiatric hospital in the Department of 
Corrections and the treatment program is essentially the same as that 
at Atascadero group therapy ** , Almost every man in the institution 
is in group therapy and they are given two sessions a week, I will not 
go into detail on the treatment program there, but I will leave with 
you a report written by Nathaniel Schultstack, who is the Clinical 
Director there and he read this at the American Psychiatric Association 
on May 12 of 1955. : 

I will give you a statistic that he has run down here, [In 
June of 1954, he states that 232 Medical Facility parolees have been 
paroled after treatment for sexual problems and out of this group of 
232, 34 had been picked up for parole violations and that figured out 
to a rate of 14.7%. That was just an unofficial rundown that he made, 
I was able to get a sét of figures - a rather small series - of 55 
cases who were paroled from the Medical Facility in 1955. ‘These men 
had been convicted mainly - I guess all of them had been convicted of 
charges of lewd and lascivious conduct with children. Now these 55 men 
went out and were placed on parole, A year later 9 of them had been 
picked up for parole violations. I analyzed those 9 cases, 7 of them 
had simply resumed the use of alcohol. There had been no sexual 
offense committed. Two of the cases were old men who had reverted to 
some type of sexual activity, so those two cases out of the total of 
55 figures out to a little over 34. The two old men, I went into their 
history at some length and both of them showed organic deterioration, 
I mean there was a gradual deterioration of the mind and it's doubtful 
that any kind of treatment could help them, In addition, I checked on 
a few of the parole successes and these men seemed to be doing fairly 
well under rather trying circumstances that face most parolees when 
they leave a prison setting. I talked to the head of the Division of 
Paroles, Mr. Walter Stone, and he tells me that these people, sex 
offenders, when they go out are watched very carefully by the parole 
division and they are perhaps more sensitive to those cases than to 
others and they pick them up earlier than they do other types of cases, 
They pick them up as soon as they learn that they are drinking, for 
instance, There tends to be a larger percentage, possibly, of those 
people picked up as compared to the general run of individuals on 
parole, I think that covers very briefly what goes on in the 
Department of Corrections, 


I was interested, Dr. Rood mentioned punishment, actually 
I've heard that term very little around the Department. I think that 
the general feeling is that the man serving his time, that loss of 
freedom is considered as being a punishment possibly, but the general 
attitude in Corrections is to attempt to rehabilitate the man while he 
is in the custody of the Department and all of our efforts have been 
directed toward that end, to help the man change his attitude somehow 
and to achieve some sort of an emotional readjustment so that he can 
get along after he leaves the department. 
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‘ CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Thank you, Doctor, Before we have 
questions from the Members of the Committee, I would like to introduce 
Assemblyman Frank Luckel. Have you anything you would like to say? 


ASSEMBLYMAN LUCKEL: ** 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: We'd be happy to have you sit with us 
if you do desire. 


ASSEMBLYMAN LUCKEL: ** 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Are there questions from members of the 
Committee? Mr. Thelin? 


ASSEMBLYMAN THELIN: Dr. Mitchell, you mentioned some of 
these institutions who have no psychiatrists. Is this simply due to the 
lack of funds for personnel or is there some administrative reason or 
something other than that? 


DR. MITCHELL: No. I think it can be explained this way. 
The introduction of psychiatry into correctional settings is a rather 
new thing in California's pioneering effort and we probably have more 
psychiatrists in Corrections than perhaps all the rest of the country 
combined, But with the psychiatric department so fairly well developed 
at the medical facility at San Quentin, and a few of the other places 
have small departments, I think it's our general feeling in the 
Department that we want to introduce psychiatric methods to all the 
institutions because it seems to pay off in helping these men to readjus 
their attitudes. 


ASSEMBLYMAN THELIN: You have immediate plans then to 
extend this program? Is that what your idea is? 


DR. MITCHELL: We hope to, I think, 
ASSEMBLYMAN THELIN: Thank you. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Are there any other questions? I have 
a question of the doctor, Are you familiar with Section 645 of the 
Penal Code, that's the section which provides whenever any person shall 
be adjudged guilty of criminal abuse of a female person under the age 
of 10 years the court may, in addition to such other punishment or 
confinement as may be imposed, direct an operation should be performed 
upon such person for the prevention of procreation? 


DR. MITCHELL: I've heard of that and I'm just vaguely 
familiar with it. I've had no experience with it. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: You have not known at any time when 
this section has been used? 


DR. MITCHELL: The only cases that I ran into at all are 
cases when I was at the Metropolitan State Hospital. We received an 
occasional case from this county which was eventually castrated and 
we saw the individual, some of those persons were later studied more 


intensively at Langley Porter Clinic and I just saw them in passing, 
you might say. an 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: I believe that those cases which came 
from San Diego were voluntary rather than being under this section, 


DR. MITCHELL: Yes, it was a voluntary procedure, 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: There is also Section 260 of the Penal 
Code which provides that whenever in the opinion of the resident 
physician of any state prison it shall be beneficial and conducive 
to the benefit of the physical, mental, or moral condition of any 
recidivist lawfully confined in such state prison to be asexualized, 
and then it goes on from there, Have you ever known of that section 
being used? 


DR. MITCHELL: No, I'm not familiar with it. I don't know 
of any cases, 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: I have no further questions. I believe 
there are no questions. Thank you very much. 


Dr. Wenjo (?) are you here to testify, or are you here as 
an observer? 


DR. WENJO (?): Just watching. 


CHATRMAN CRAWFORD: Thank you. And Dr. Marnell, you are 
an observer also? 


DR. MARNELL: Just an observer, 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Thank you. Dr. Williams, are you an 
observer also? Mr. Ammon? 


WILLIAM C, AMMON 
Supervisor, San Diego County 
Probation Department 


MR. AMMON: I am William C. Ammon, Supervisor of the 
San Diego County Probation Department and have been requested to 
survey certain of our records of individuals who have voluntarily 
undergone a bilateral orchidotomy. Now, unfortunately, we were not 
able to survey all 125 cases in time for this hearing. - However, we 
did conduct some type of ** survey on about the first 46 that under- 
went the operation. This started in 1937 and the courts did have this 
done on certain individuals that volunteered and they were, I imagine, 
pretty thoroughly screened by the judge, I know Judge Turrentine now 
explains the things very thoroughly with them and they do have medical 
consultation, also, prior to undergoing the operation, These 
46 cases were operated on between 1937 and 1950, I think chat most 
of them had the operation performed in about the mid 1940s which would 
mean that some 12 years have elapsed since that time. We have sent 
clearances to the FBI and CII and received returns on them. Of these 
46, 13 of those individuals had 20 prior arrests for sexual offenses 
that were reported to police agencies and they were subsequently 
fingerprinted and reports sent in. Of course, I think we know that 
all 46 ** prior offenses, or they would not have undergone the 
operation if these were never reported to police agencies for various 
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reasons. Many times people are unwilling to réport these things. They 
don't want their children subjécted to testifying in court and various 
other reasons. And, also, of these 46, 9 had been arrésted 19 timés 

for offenses other than sex, such as burglary, drunk, and’I think we ~ 
had a robbery and one as an accessory to a crime; however, one of these’ 
offenders had committed 7 of these offenses so actually that leaves only 
9 from those 12 other offenses, so these were not what we consider 
typical criminals, by any stretch of the imagination, so far as the 
police and the FBI are concerned, 


And then since the operation, these same reports indicate that 
none of the 46 have ever Subsequently been arrested for any sex offense, 
and 6 have been arrested 12 times for other offenses, maybe drunkenness, 
and this one individual that I mentioned before was arrested 7 times 
and also committed two subsequent burglaries and spent most of his 
time in institutions in the State of California. 


Of course, it can well be said, by the same reasoning, that these 
people may have committed subsequent sex offenses that were never reported, 
However, most of them are living in the State of California, which has a 
compulsory registration under section 290 of the Penal Code, so the 
police are aware that these people are in their respective communities 
and any time crimes are committed, I imagine that they do eliminate them 
by some process. We are going to continue the study and encompass the 
entire 125 just as soon as possible. The Committee has the initiative 
to start it - something we've been wanting to do for some time, and we 
do have hopes about 4 or 5 people will testify this afternoon on this 
set-up that you have. Some of them may get cold feet before then, 
although they have been assured of anonymity. 


During the course of this I contacted several people who were in 
town who had had the operation that were unable to testify. Some of 
them were fearful of identification because of work, They are well 
known in the community - I guess they are relatively prominent in the 
community; they just didn't want to take any chances at all. One of 
them is planning to get married very shortly; he also didn't want to 
take any chances. Some of them were unable to get off work, of course, 
due to the Christmas rush. 


CHAIRMAN ,CRAWFORD:. Do you have statements? 
MR. AMMON: I do have statements. 
CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Will you read them to us please? 


MR. AMMON: Yes. I've identified these people also as Mr, A; 
B, C,; and D, and they are not to be confused with Mr. A, B, C, and D 
who will be heard this afternoon, because they are different people. 


e and lascivious acts upon the body of a child. He places his penis 
ween the legs of a 13 years old victim and bound his legs at the 
same time. He had a 10th grade education. It's true of all these 
people that they have committed other offenses but we're merely enumerat- 
ing here that of which they were convicted. I talked to Mr. A. by 


Mr. A. was convicted in July, 1947, of the crime of committing 
Uu 
fo 
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telephone and he was unwilling to testify because of a fear of identity 
and does not want to endanger his present situation. He stated that, 

in his opinion, the operation was a complete success. It solved his 
emotional problems that existed before the offenses were committed 

and he has’ had no desire to commit unnatural sex acts since. -He further 
stated he wished the Committee to know he would recommend the operation’ 
to anyone who had similar difficulties, Mr. A. did successfully complete 
a 5 year period of probation, 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: I take it there was more than one offense 
in this case? 


MR, AMMON: Yes. We named only one act of which he was convicted. 
His arrest reports and stuff show no prior arrests although he acknow- 
ledged that he did commit many similar acts in the past and that is why 
he submitted to the operation. 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: The reason I ask is that the offense reported 
does not seem necessarily to fall within the definition, although it 
is criminal, of abnormality, as Dr. Rood stated,. giving the example 
that a 13 year old girl may very well have been in puberty for a year 
or two. So it seems as if the standard is not necessarily certain, 


MR, AMMON: Well, I think Dr. Rood also mentions these standards 
and...**,.may vacilate also...**... 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: And on the other hand, a 13-year old girl 
may not enter puberty for another two years. 


MR. AMMON: That's true. She may not have been in puberty; I 
have no knowledge as to that. This was committed in 1947 and actually 
our records at that time, unfortunately, are not too good and we don't 
have identifying material as to other victims he had molested. Maybe 
some of them actually were of a younger age than 13. 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: But you have emphasized that this was 
voluntary. 


MR. AMMON: Yes. In all cases it is. Mr. B. was convicted of 
the crime of sex perversion in June, 1945, He was age 36 at that time, 
married; had completed 15 years of school. The crime for which he 
received the operation was committing an act of fellatio upon a negro 
Sailor and Mr. B. is a white man. The sailor was 18 years of age. Mr. 
B. successfully completed his term of probation in July, 1948. His 
Statements to the probation officer, and to the doctors in court, 
indicated that he was bisexual and that his wife was not frigid. Both 
he and his wife considered their sexual adjustment as satisfactory, 
although it appeared from the record that the frequency of intercourse 
was somewhat less than could be considered normal, 


It was indicated in the probation record, which the defendant 
told me we could use as his statement, that he considered the operation 
to be a complete success inasmuch as he had no desire to commit abnormal 
sex acts since, but also, he underwent extreme embarassment as a result 
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of the operation and would not recommend it for others, He declined 
to testify at this hearing inasmuch as his position would be damaged 
if it were known he had such a record.- He also stated that he and’ © 
his wife probably would have separated after the operation had it not 
been for their children. 


_ There seems to be considerable ambivalence in the defendant's 
attitude toward the operation and its results. He stated that he has 
not had intercourse with his wife, or anyone else, since the operation, 
He stated that he suffered extreme periods of depression at times after 
the operation which he did not have before, and this period of depression 
seems to be rather typical of all people who have undergone the operation. 
They hit a very low cycle and many of them have indicated that they had 
suicidal tendencies on several occasions afterward. But most of them, 
after about a year find that this symptom disappears. 


_ ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Mr. Ammon, of course I know nothing about this 
operation so I have a couple of questions for you. I imagine it is 
quite obvious to an observer if they see the principle disrobed that 
the operation had been performed? 2 


MR, AMMON: Well, I imagine it would be too, Mr. Crown, However, 
I've never really noticed. Probably one of the physicians or Judge 
Turrentine can give more specific information on that. I think the 
scrotum (7) was left intact, although it may be rather obvious that the 
operation had been performed, ; 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: That was my question, whether there was any 
effort made to achieve an appearance of normality. 


MR. AMMON: Frankly, I couldn't answer that one. 

CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Mr. Crown, we will have Judge Turrentine here 
this afternoon or perhaps one of the doctors will be able to answer 
your question. 

MR, AMMON: One further point that Mr. B. made was that apparently 
this operation made a change in his glandular makeup some way so that 
he had gained an excessive amount of weight and had to be under a 
doctor's care for that. It's something that didn't happen prior to 
the operation. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Mr. Ammon, what was the age of this person at 
the time of the operation? 


MR. AMMON: 36. 

CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: ‘And he was bisexual at that time? 

MR. AMMON: Yes, he stated that he always had been bisexual. 
CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Thank you. 
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MR, AMMON: Mr. C. was aged 50 at the time of his arrest and 
orchidectomy in March, 1943. He is married, his education status is 
unknown, and he had a prior record in 1943 of indecent exposure; just 
a few months prior to his arrest on this charge. His arrest was 
indecent exposure to school children, showed them lewd pictures and 
told them lewd stories. His victims were girls, ages 6, 10 and 1l. 


Mr, C. successfully completed a five year term of probation and - 
was not’certain whether or not he'd be interested in testifying. at this 
hearing, so I didn't follow up by further phone calls. He stated that 
he is extremely bitter toward the operation and alleged coercion took’ 
Place at the time he consented to the operation. Notice his crime was 
indecent exposure which carries only a county jail sentence;. however, 
he alleges that he was sentenced to go to a state prison if he did not 
consent to the operation. 


It is also indicated in the record that he was not a person of 
very stable characteristics and frequently made statements that were 
found not to be true to the probation officer, In that respect we had 
some difficulties, so I really don't know how to evaluate his state- 
ments at this time concerning the operation. Of course, he wouldn't - 
recommend it for any other offender and stated that it caused him much 
marital difficulty, although he is still married and does have inter- 
course with his wife upon occasion. This fact of having intercourse 
seems to have a wide individual difference with these people. I talked 
to one individual who states that he thinks a lot of it is probably 
psychological and that on occasion he has certainly been able to per- 
form, although other people, such as we've seen before, cannot have 
intercourse of any nature. 


Mr, D. was convicted of the crime of sex perversion and of an 
attempt to commit an infamous crime of nature. He was granted probation 
in February, 1941, after he had undergone the operation and is still 
under supervision of our department. The victim in the case was a 14 
year old boy, and of course, he had committed similar acts on many other 
boys prior to the operation. He was unmarried then, and is still un- 
married, and has an 8th grade education. : 


He was contacted by telephone regarding the hearing and stated 
he'd be very happy to testify; however, he could not get off work, He 
stated that his adjustment, so far as he was concerned, since the 
operation, has been excellent. The operation was a complete success 
so far as he was concerned and he would recommend it to anyone. He 
stated at the time of the arrest and conviction, he was an extremely 
disturbed individual and could see no way to extricate himself; how- 
ever, he stated that the operation solved all these difficulties so 
far as sex was concerned and he has been extremely happy ever since. 
He stated that so far as he is concerned, it was probably the only 
solution to his problem, 


Mr, E. was 38 years of age and was convicted of committing lewd 
and lascivious acts upon the body of a child. This was in December, 
1949. He received the operation in January, 1950. He was homosexual 
and presents a classical picture of a homosexual with his ‘extreme 
dependent relationship upon his mother even at the age of 38. He was 
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married prior to this time but was never able to have intercourse with 
his wife, He was just a confirmed homosexual and that was the only 
rélease that he'd ever had. He committed it on adults as well as 

young boys. He always had a severe guilt feeling aftér committing a’ 
homosexual act and was completely unable to prevent oné occurring once 
he got the urge. He made excellent grades in school and graduated from 
high school. His probation was terminated in January, 1955, after he 
had made what was considered to be an excellent adjustment. He could 
not come to this hearing because of work and stated so far as he was 
concerned the operation was a wonderful thing. It relieved him of all 
sexual desires and made him feel about 20 years younger. .He had never ™ 
regretted having the operation and he has stated that he would be willing 
to cooperate in any educational program that we had in the future to 
assist any Committee or person that wants to study this problem. 


And then there is Mr, F, It is unfortunate that he couldn't have 
been here to give you his own statement this afternoon because he has 
made quite a study of the operation and sex crimes in general. He was 
convicted on four counts of sex perversion by a plea of guilty in 
December, 1952, He was .66 years of age at that time. Prior to that, 
in 1940, he was adjudicated a sexual psychopath in Santa Barbara County 
and committed to Camarillo State Hospital. He was released from that 
hospital in 1942 and had no homosexual urges for about 6 or 7 years 
and then again he fell back in this old pattern and started committing 
acts of sex perversion in about 1947 and continued until 1953 when he 
was eventually arrested. 


Needless to say, Mr. F. had quite a clientele, and in addition to 
all these acts he had committed, he had enumerable reels of 8 and 16 mm 
movies as well as pictures - male still pictures, that is. Psychiatric 
examinations at the time he was committed to the Camarillo State 
Hospital and during the time he was there summarized, or indicated, 
that he had been homosexual since his late teens. He'd always been 
thrilled by seeing boys and men in the nude and never received much 
of a thrill from women although he did marry a woman several years 
his senior, who was a physician. They had no sexual relationship what- 
soever, according to both their statements and it was apparently more 
of a mother attachment - he was another fellow who was very closely 
attached to his mother, and did not marry until after her death. 


He stated that much to his embarrassment he was never able to 
get so much as an erection in the presence of his wife. He had sought 
psychiatric assistance in 1947 when he realized that he was relapsing 
back into his old pattern of homosexuality; however, he was advised 
that treatment at that time would not be of any benefit and not to be 
concerned about it. He went on, and was arrested’ in 1953. He has 
stated that shortly after the operation his life was on a much higher 
plane than he has ever lived prior to that time, He received much 
more benefit from the operation than he had from two previous attempts 
to reach a solution of his problems in psychiatry. He stated that he 
had undergone the operation to attempt to find the solution to these 
problems and, furthermore, that since the operation he has had practi- 
cally no sex drive and does not believe that the change came about as 
a result of fear, or coercion, or anything else. It must be noted 


that even though he was 66 years at that time, that he was pretty 
potent until the operation was performed. He stated that he is much 
better able to concentrate now than he ever was before and that ‘all 
of his desires are of a more constructive nature. He thinks that the 
operation was the greatest thing that ever happened in his life and 
that he no longer looks upon men in the street - pass a man on the 
street and he used to have great sexual ideas about them which he no 
longer does. He states that the strains of living as a homosexual 
have been completely relieved at this time and he is now a very active 
member in the community and apparently has undertaken many worthwhile 
projects of a civic nature, as well as in his church. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Before you go any further, am I correct in 
that your statements show that he had psychiatric treatment on two 
different occasions prior to this operation? 


MR. AMMON: He stated that he tried to solve it through 
psychiatry twice, once of course when he was in the hospital, and the 
other time in 1947 when he sought psychiatric help and was advised 
that it would not be of benefit at that time. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Was he committed to the hospital as a 
voluntary.... 


MR. AMMON: He was committed after a conviction. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: And how long was he in the hospital 
receiving psychiatric treatment at thattime? 


MR. AMMON: The dates are nebulous - at 1940 and 1942, so it 
could have been a year, year and a half, even up to two years. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: I see. Thank you. Are there any other 
questions? : 


_ MR, AMMON: Here is a last one. That's Mr. G. who had the 
operation at age 44, 1951, after pleading guilty to committing lewd 
and lascivious acts upon the body of a 7 year old girl. He committed 
this particular act upon this individual victim several times as well 
as having other victims in his neighborhood. He had no prior arrest 
record, 


He realized that something must be done to curb this abnormal 
sexual drive so he did volunteer for the operation. He was estranged 
from his second wife at that time and he says that this estrangement 
lacked of sexual compatability with his wife for a year or two pre- 
viously and caused him to commit the acts upon these children, He 
could not testify today because of work, but states that so far as he 
is concerned, the operation has been a complete success. He stated 
that, as is common with other people who had undergone the operation, 
he had suffered what they call "hot flashes" and experienced states 
of extreme depression about the first year after the operation. He 
had suicidal thoughts on many occasions and was very self conscious 
because he was not like others after he had been castrated. He stated 
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that he had a severe drinking problem prior to the operation but since 
then has remained dry and he has been very active in Alcholics Anony- 
mous. He 'stated that he has had several female companions in the last 
two years and with their cooperation could have Satisfactory relation- 
ships. 


This person has also spent considerable time studying this 
particular problem and apparently is getting a great deal of insight 
into the operation, as well as sexual crimes. He stated that he had 
undergone some physical modification such as a loss of chest hair and 
modification of hair on the arms. This was not mentioned by any of 
the other people, 


He also stated that he would be willing to talk to anyone who 
is contemplating the operation in the future and thinks it might be 
a good solution for their problems. 


. CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: I'd like at this time to introduce 
Assemblyman John O'Connell from San Francisco. Do any of the Members 
of the Committee have any questions? 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: You stated there was a change in the mascu- 
line hair pattern, did you not? 


MR. AMMON: Yes. This last individual did mention that, 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Have you been able to determine any pattern 
with relation to the actions of the individuals according to their age 
at the time of the operation? 


MR. AMMON: No, we have not studied that, Mr. Crawford. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Was there only one of the individuals who 
had this psychiatric treatment prior to the operation? 


MR. AMMON: Yes, out of this group. I believe there is one 
who will testify this afternoon who has had psychiatric treatment and 
I think is still having it. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: If there are no other questions, I thank 
you very much for your report. and may we have copies of those letters 
for, e ° *X e ° ° ? 


MR, AMMON: Yes. 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: I have one question. Mr. Ammon, have you 
considered at all the possibility that the declarations of these 
castrated individuals might be self-serving in that they might fear 
to state that they still had sexual desires because of some possibility 
of further difficulty with the law? 


MR. AMMON: I think that's very true, Mr, ‘Crown, especially 
of those that are still under probation supervision, However, we do 
watch these people much more closely than we do the ordinary person 
under supervision. 
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ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: It would be rather surprising, would it 
not, if a person who had quite a long record would volunteer that he 
still felt these desires after having been castrated? 


MR. AMMON: This, of course, would require closer surveillance 
by the court. 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: That's very true and some of these state- 
ments may very well be self-serving. Are there any objective tests; 
I imagine there are not, but do you know of any objective tests that 
could be used to determine whether or not these people were reacting 
as they had in the past? 


MR. AMMON: Well, of course, the first premise there would be 
to have the test prior to the operation and usually we don't: know 
these people before that. They could be - - I imagine they are given 
that personality test, and things of that nature. And, of course, 
they'd have to be tested both prior to and after the operation, 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Have you arrived at any conclusions of 
your own as to the efficacy of the operation as pertains to sexual 
desire? 


MR. AMMON: Well, it seems that sexual desires lessen to a 
very marked degree. Of course, some of these people said that they 
can still have intercourse, others say they cannot, so there is quite 
an individual difference there. However, at least from the people 
that we have talked to, of course these 46 aren't the entire group, 
we have several under supervision now, probably about 80, and each 
of them almost unequivocally state that their abnormal sexual desires 
have been entirely curbed. Of course, this again may be self-serving. 
We have no reason to doubt their statements at this time. 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Have you made any comparison between 
castration and vasectomy? 


MR. AMMON: No, we have not. We don't have any vasectomized 
people under supervision, so far as I know. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Are there any other qwstions? Thank you 
very much. Gentlemen, I have been informed that there is an individual 
present who has undergone psychiatric treatment and will testify; who 
wishes to remain anonymous, and I'm sure that all of us will consider 
this a very reasonable request, if he does come forward to give us 
some testimony. Will that individual come forward, please? We're 
very grateful for your volunteering to come forward and if you just 
tell us in a very general way what your problems were prior to 
treatment. 


PATIENT: Sir, the way I thought I could be of value was to ~ 
show. you from the patient's viewpoint what it means to the patient 
under what Dr. Rood was trying to explain to you, if I can more or 
less limit it to that and not include specific dates and that sort 
of thing. 
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CHATRMAN CRAWFORD: Certainly. 


' PATIENT: What I think Dr, Rood touched on, and I'd like to 
enlarge on, is that there is such a feeling of guilt when one knows 
that they are in some way different and it is to get down to that, 
“not removing the feeling of wrong doing from a person which definitely 
has to be accepted to get rid of this guilt, which overshadows every- 
thing else to the point where you don't carry on a normal life in any 
department, 


I think where you had somebody saying a while ago that they 
had people guilty of other petty crimes, in addition to behavior 
patterns, it's because you have a disturbed personality. Now, at 
Atascadero, and I was there from the very beginning, the opening of 
it, I transferred from Metropolitan, I saw the program budding out 
at Metropolitan State Hospital and I was up at Atascadero when they 
had the staff and a limited number to get down to very basic Causes, 
plus I think I was a little more receptive than some of the patients 
because I had more confidence in the professional field, coming from 
a professional family. 


There we get down to just why a person does like he does, and 
the group is a self-help thing, and it has to be self-acceptance, 
I'm sure you realize any behavior of an individual he tries to justify 
in his own eyes. If you run a red light you perhaps say, "Well, it 
was changing as I went through." Well, in this much worse behavior, 
of course, the individual always tries to save his own self-esteem 
and it takes quite a beating. It's a battle within yourself, Now 
when you talk with others in groups you find out that they all have 
done that and when a patient first hits the hospital he has terrific 
defenses up, if I may use the word, He doesn't want to be approached 
by anyone else in this area that is so sensitive to him, and it's 
that breaking down and finaity finding out why. But now as I say 
myseif, I was rather in a normal path except that I had got stuck - 
arrested I think is the medical term - in my sexual development, or 
sexual information, It's an old case of a family that was too strict 
in allowing me to go out with men. The old taboos of not discussing, 
the old lack of sexual information, education that is now being done 
so much better in public schools and churches and evervthing else. 
But it was one of these families that just deesni't talk of that sort 
of thing. 


And I think a large percentage of your sexual psychopaths, 
which I've been told is a legal term rather than a medical term; our 
people who have just that sort of thing, they have either been smothered 
by mother love, which is just one group of it, or they have gone the 
other way, in a family where anything was accepted, the two extremes, 
I realize {i'm jumping around a bit, but I do want you to see that it's 
the patient who gets in there who is acceptable to treatment if he 
accepts the fact that he is being helped. That is the big hurdle. 


Now the self-help groups I mentioned within the hospital, Zz 


think, work hand in glove with the more formal hospital assigned 
programs, By that I mean that the new patient is very wary, is very 
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defensive against anybody representing the hospital, but he can be 
approached by another patient who has progressed further along. At 
Atascadero much use is made of that. ‘They have a patient self- 
government; I happen to have been one of the officers of that patient 
self-government. It is an elected spot with the approval of the 
doctors, They wouldn't put somebody there they thought would be 
detrimental, but there you have what any psychiatrict, I believe, 
welcomes in his patient, is somebody who will start helping himself, 
All they can do is guicé you and there is where the fellow patient 
means so much, if he can help the new patient get over that first 
period that I told you that he -- it just rolls off his back; he 
justifies everything he did. 


7 It's quite a system and I think that that touches on where 
the program starts. After that, after the person has opened up and 
gotten this off his chest, as it were, and found the heavens didn't 
fall on him by telling what his deeds were in the past, he can pro- 
gress into where there is a professional observer in the group, one 
who ‘perhaps can guide the group a little bit into the discussions 
and evaluate it and make more progress, I feel I have rattled on 
quite a bit, perhaps, maybe within that area I could answer any 
questions. 


CHATRMAN CRAWFORD: Are there questions? Can you tell us 
roughly how many months of treatment you received? 


PATIENT: Yes, I was there about 24 years total; preceded by 
personal therapy under an analyst. I did exactly what most people do 
when they go to an analyst; I broke away at the time when the going 
got rough, when we were getting right to the heart of it and my excuse 
there was the draft. It was right at the Korean incident and T had 
flag waving reasons to leave that the doctor couldn't break down, 


CHATRMAN CRAWFORD: Now, I believe you used the phrase that 
you had arrested development, or undeveloped, now is this mental or 
physical? 


PATIENT: Mental, not physical, at all. I identified myself, 
I thought of myself in the sexual area as one of the teenagers I 
understood, I was more comfortable with a young teenage boy than I 
was with people of my own age, 


CHATRMAN CRAWFORD: Did you suffer from a compulsion of any 
kind? 


PATIENT: I don't think compulsion quite describes it. I 
think it's more inclination. I had control of it but I again made 
excuses to myself that these teenage boys were having mutual mastur- 
bation themselves, why couldn't I get into it, if it was all right 
with them, what difference would a few years make? Of course, I see 
the fallacy of that, there's no logic to it, but logic doesn't enter 
into your emotions, 


CHATRMAN CRAWFORD: If there are no other questions, we want 
to thank you for coming forward and helping this Committee. We have 
covered the scheduled witnesses for this morning, now™I'm wondering 
if any of the observers have noted anything, or recall anything, that 


25 


might be of assistance to this Committee; those whom I called on before 
and stated they were merely observers, and the doctors, If not, this 
Committee will recess until 2:00 o'clock, at which time we will re- 
convene in Room 1222 for the afternoon session. I want to thank all 
the witnesses who appeared here this morning. We appreciate your 
coming here to help us with this problem. I'm sure your testimony 

will be of great benefit to this Committee. 


ee Whereupon the hearing was duly recessed for lunch, 
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‘ece THE afternoon session of the public hearing of the Assembly 
Interim Committee on Judiciary, Subcommittee on Police Administration, 
was convened at 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 17, 1957, Room 1222 of the 
Education Center, San Diego, California, Assemblyman George G,. SERIO RSs 
Chairman, presiding ..o. 


' CHATRMAN CRAWFORD: Gentlemen of the Committee, we shall recon- 
vene and the first witness will be Judge Turrentine, Presiding Justice 
in San Diego. Will vou have a seat at the. table? For those who have 
come here this afternoon, we have Assemblymen Robert Crown, Louis’ |. 
Francis, Howardfhelin and-John-O'Gonnell, Just tell us what informa-~ 
tion you have for us, Judge. 


HON, L.N. TURRENTINE 
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: I assumed I'd be here and be asked questions 
by you people in what you are interested, I'd be glad to answer any 
questions, or if you'd suggest along what lines... 


CHATRMAN CRAWFORD: Will you first tell us the length of time 
the double orchetomy has been used as a term of probation, the 
conditions under which it is used, and the legal background whereby: 
it can be used? 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: Well, we started the program of the double 
or bilateral orchotomy, which properly described is a double 
castration, in 1938 in this country, It was initiated at the sugges 
tion and instance of the person himself who had been in sex difficulties 
with children under 12 years of age in three states before coming to 
California, and he was apprehended here in the culmination of the 
felony defined in section 288'of the Penal Code, and he said that, 
having been in this trouble, so far he didn't get any help anywhere, 
He asked to be allowed: to have the operation performed, One of our .“ 
outstanding surgeons of San Diego peered the operation. That was” 
the initial start of the program. - 

Since that time there: ‘have been éyérations enecweds ‘and I 
would estimate about 130 cases in this county. It is always done upon 
the petition of the person themselves. Never have’ I suggested it. 
The attorneys for the people, of course, have suggested it to their 
clients, knowing that I would, cooperate if they asked and if a patient 
wanted it. There have been cases where I have refused even upon 
their request to do it, because I have felt that the person must, in 
the first: instance, have some semblance of moral restraint in his 
character and that this abnormal sex drive is such that they can no 
longer control it. The procedure, when they do desire this, ‘is to 
make it a term of the probation order, of course, Then the person 
files a written verified petition requesting the operation. He must 
be joined in by his wife, if he is married, 


Now that, very briefly, is the procedure and the initiation of 
it. It's been used almost exclusively in the sex crimes where the 
person has been involved with minors; a few instances with adults 
where there is a large difference in age, and we find them preying 
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especially on the younger military personnel; who are away from home 
the first time and looking for any kind of excitement and are enticed 
by the homosexual. We haven!t; of course, used it in the type of — 
homosexual who deals with his fellow travelers in the same age bracket. 


I'd be glad to answer any questions you bring up. 


_ ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Judge Turrentine, in your experience there 
have been no compulsory castrations, 1s that correct? 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: There has never been a compulsory castration, 
In no instance has this been done in the absence of a written, verified 
petition. I don't think you eould fairly call it compulsory when it is 
offered as a term of probation ...%*..e.6 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: In other words the court does not, in. the 
first instance, say that castration will be a term of probation, 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: Never have I done so. 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: The alternative is never initially given to 
the defendant? 


' JUDGE TURRENTINE: Never initially. It comes from him or 
through his lawyer. : 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Mr. Francis? 


ASSEMBLYMAN FRANCIS: Judge, has the castration procedure here 
in San Diego County been a success as to repeaters? 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: So far we have never had any who has been 
castrated repeat on a sexual basis. We have had some who have com- 
mitted other types of crimes, such as writing checks, and we've had 
some of the toughest cases that you can possibly imagine, two of 
which are forcible rape; one was an old woman and one with a young 
girl 12 years old. The one with the girl 12 years old had:.been pre- 
viously convieted in another county and had spent 33 months at Norwalk 
Hospital as a sexual psychopath, and within a year of his release he 
committed the same type of crime in this county. We took rather a 
long ...**... with him, For the castration he had to go to Langley 
Porter Clinic for about 6 months where they made a study, ...**,,., 
the admissions are on a voluntary basis by them, they made a complete 
study; then went to Atascadero for-.about six months and he has been 
at liberty for about 18 months. Ona sexual level, he hasn't given 
us any trouble. On his general behavior, too much cannot be said 
because it doesn't improve his latent ability. He is pretty talkative 
and it is hard for him to hold a job, but he just hasn't 10. *¥*®cce 
its taken that drive away that seemed. to compel him to get into these 
things. 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Do you know whether or not, Judge, that 
this 12 year old girl, who was forcibly raped, had entered into the 
Stage of puberty? 


--' . JUDGE TURRENTINE: No, I don't. 3 
paar nrn ean Ee EE 2 
** Portions of the record unable to understand, 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: The reason I asked was just to try to see 
a type of standard is established to differentiate between the crime 
per se, that must be punished, and the abnormal behavior, 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: You mean on the age? 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Yes, I noticed this morning in the testimony, 
a distinction is made between the girl who is raped which is fully 
developed as a woman; as far as the treatment is concerned a distinc- 
tion is made. In other words, one may be treated as a sexual psycho- 
path if he rapes a girl who has not developed, but if she is developed 
they may treat him as one who has committed a crime - rape, and not . 
necessarily a psychopath. 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: That is true from a legal standpoint. This 
girl was 12 years old. I would assume that she was not developed 
sexually to the extent that she had any judgment of her own to 
exercise whether she would or would not cooperate. 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Another reason I had was to determine for 
myself that the voluntary castrations were not used in cases of rape 
alone, 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: Well, if they want it, we have used it, 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Not that rape alone is not a very serious 
crime, because of course, it is. 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: Well, we have used it in this county, They 
have it defeated on a sexual basis. I might give you one name that 
would be familiar to you because it is in the public records anyway; 
this Wilbur Friend (?) who was convicted of murder; he committed a 
murder in this county in 1935. He is now in the death cell at San 
Quentin or Folsom, then in 1941 he forcibly raped an elderly woman 
in her 60's or 70's, and he came in and asked for the operation, 

It was performed and from 1935 on he hasn't committed any crime of 
violence or sexual crime, so far as I have any record, and we do keep 
them under close supervision, 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Supposing, for example, a man, say in his 
20's or 30's, rapes a woman in corresponding age group, or any other 
corresponding age group“where they are adults - has castration been 
used in any of those cases, do you know? 

JUDGE TURRENTINE: I assume you mean forcible rape, of course? 

ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Yes. | 

JUDGE TURRENTINE: I don't recall any. 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: In other words, the restriction does seem 
to be a case where he has been termed to be a sexual psychopath case? 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: I wouldn't say that. We would use it if 
they ask for it. 
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_ ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: 2% gee, From a legal standpoint he might 
very well not be a sexual psychopath, even though he may engage in 
forcible rape? 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: That's right, ib is my belief that if the 
physical drive that 1s so strong there, the manufacturing plant of 
those things that make him have the sexual drive, is so intense that 
he just can't, or won't, control it, one cor the other, Digressing 
Just a moment; there have been three cases that I know of that in 
that particular group where they are about the same age level, if 
their lawyers have suggested it to them they have turned it down 
Saying that they would rather take any consequence than the castra- 
tions 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: ' I believe Mr. Francis has a question, 


ASSEMBLYMAN FRANCIS: Judge, we had one witness this morning, 
Dr, Rood, suggested that it may be desirable legislation to repeal 
-the section of the Penal Cede which prohibits the Judge from granting 
probation after a sexual psychopath is returned to the court, Do you 
have an opinion in that regard? 


_ JUDGE TURRENTINE: Will you state that once again? I was a 
little afraid of just the legal way to state it; ra appreciate it, 


ASSEMBLYMAN FRANCIS: Xt was suggested that it would be 
desirable to repeal the section in the Penal Code which prohibits the 
Judge from granting probation to a sexual psychopath if he 1s a sewnd 
or Subsequent offender and is then subsequently returned to the court 
after he has received treatment, His whole theory, as I understood it, 
Was that a sexual psychopath should not be treated the same way as any 
other criminal, and once he has received treatment at a state hospital 
then he should not be punished, 


___- JUDGH TURRENTINE: Well, I see what he was driving at. No, I 
wouldn't agree with him, Certain of those sexual psychopaths are so 
constituted that they are a public menace and they have demonstrated 
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it by repeated offenses of this kind ...%*... Sometimes we do send 
them to the penitentiary after they are treated there, T rarely do 
it. I have a system of my owns by a recommitment to the State 
Hospital with a stay of execution so long as they hehave themselves, 
You see, the court has the right to disregard the final diagnosis of 
the State Hospital and send them back if it wants to. We rarely use 
that; I have used 16 once or twice, In lieu of that, quite often I 
do take this recommitment with a stay of execution under controlled 
supervision of the probation officer, But I would hate to see 
authority vested in the Department of Mental Health - is that it, who 
runs the State Hospital? I'd hate to see the authority vested in 

the Department of Mental Hygiene to say that at the end of one year 
a person convicted of a crime against a little girl should be allowed 
his liberty, I think the court should still have the right to say 
whether they should or shouldn't, 


ASSEMBLYMAN FRANCIS: I don't think that was what he was advo- 
cating, Judge. Actually he was more or less supporting the jurists 
in this respect. He felt that it should be left to the discretion 
of the judge and not mandatory as the present section provides for 
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; JUDGE TURRENTINE: Well, frankly, I wasn't familiar. with that 
exact situation, I think he is right there, that it shouldn't: be an 
automatic prison sentence after that, there should be some leeway to 
give him a chance for rehabilitation, 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Have you personally had contact with any 
of the individuals who have undergone a bilateral orchotomy? 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: Oh a great many, yes. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: And what is your opinion as to the effect- 
iveness of this treatment? , 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: Well from a standpoint of not getting fouled 
up with the law again on a sexual basis it has been very successful, 
From the standpoint of the individual's reaction, I can only tell you 
what they tell me. Now if they are still buttering the bread with me 
or telling me the truth I have no way to know.’ But person after person 
has come in and told me that for the first time they can look upon 
ehildren with what they think is a normal eye and not be tempted to 
hurt the little children. Some of them even come in'on an annual basis, 
just like an anniversary almost. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Even after the probation has ended? 


- JUDGE TURRENTINE: Yes. Two of them after their probation was 
ended and the others during probation. You understand, we make a fairly 
long term of probation for supervision. We have:had a couple of the 
boys go for an interview - Bruce Allen is on one committee - he has 
reported some cases to me - I have had them go up and talk to him person- 
ally without my being present so he could get their reaction. So far 
as the reaction, they tell me, is concerned, I would say 90% are 
Satisfactory. I have had one or two who have developed some resentment, 


ASSEMBLYMAN THELIN: In any of these cases, haS there been any. 
where the defendant was not represented by counsel? 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: No. 


ASSEMBLYMAN THELIN: Then if that were so, would that be a 
factor to be considered in deciding whether or not it would be a term 
of probation? ; 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: I wouldn't consider it unless they were 
represented by counsel, under no circumstances. 


ASSEMBLYMAN THELIN: Thank you. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: I believe that is all the questions the 
Committee has, Judge. We certainly appreciate your coming up here to 
testify, to give us the advantage of your. experience with these 


individuals. Thank you very much. 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: Have you talked with Mr. Rogers, our probation 
officer? , + 
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: CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Mr. Ammons has - is here representing his 
office and he has discussed cases with us. 


JUDGE TURRENTINE: Well, we are making a follow-up survey of 
those under their supervision, and I am sure they will give you the 
benefit of what they have learned in the follow-up over the years. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Thank you very much, we appreciate your 
taking the time. We are going to have a short recess at this time 
until the radio contact is made. 


RECESS 


Because of the difficulty in transeribing the testimony of the 
witnesses whose testimony was broadcast at the hearing, following is 
a summary of their testimony on the points they were questioned: 


1. Describe the period of adjustment after the operation, 
discussing "hotflashes", periods of depression, suicidal ideas, etc. 


A. The first witness testified that he did experience 
some unpleasant physical symptoms as the result of the operation. He 
also stated that he experienced periods of depression with thoughts 
of possible suicide. However, he added that he did not believe that 
the latter were a direct result of the operation but may have resulted 
from the general situation in which he found himself. That is, he felt 
that he may have experienced the same depression and possible suicidal 
thoughts whether or not he had the operation. 


B. The second witness was not very clear on this point and 
seemed somewhat confused as to what was wanted. However, he indicated 
that he did not experience any great discomfort or depression resulting 
from the operation. 


C. The third witness also indicated some physical discom- 
fort resulting from the operation but he did not believe that it was 
of too serious a nature, ; 


@. Describe the reaction of your wife to the operation. 
A. I do not recall: the testimony on this particular point. 


B. His wife died two or three months before he got into 
trouble, 


C. The witness indicated that his wife was quite favorable 
to the operation and had urged it. He noted that his wife had under- 
gone a Similar operation whereby both of her ovaries were removed. As 
I recall it was voluntary on her part and not the result of a sentence 
of any sort. 


3. Could you have sexual relations at any time after the 
operation and can you have them. presently? 


A. The first gentleman indicated that he could although 
it was more difficult. 
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B. The second gentleman apparently did not understand 
the question. ; : 


C. The third gentleman indicated that he could and 
although it was a little more difficult he indicated that he only 
experienced the urge for intercourse with his wife maybe once a month 
or every six weeks, probably being the longest period of time. How- 
ever, he indicated that both he and his wife had had an operation of 
that type. Neither one of them think particularly about intercourse 
and consequently does not present any problem for them. 


4, Did he have psychiatric care before or after the operation? 
If so, how do you compare the effectiveness of the two methods of 
treatment in overcoming your basic problems? 


A. The first gentleman had had psychiatric care before 
and after the operation. He indicated that he did not believe that it 
had any great effect on him and he believed that the operation was by. 
far the more effective of the two methods: of treatment. 


B. The second witness was not clear on this point. 


C. The third gentleman indicated that he had psychiatric 
care before the operation but that he did not feel it was of any value 
to him. He indicated that he believed the operation was far more 
effective than the psychiatric treatment and standing alone, he did not 
believe the psychiatric treatment had benefited him in any way prior 
to the operation. 


>. Did you have a serious drinking problem prior to the 
operation? If so, was the operation an assistance in alleviating 
tensions to assist you in combating the drinking problem? 


- A. I do not believe the first gentleman was asked that 
question. 


B. I do not believe the second gentleman was asked that 
question, 

C. I do not believe the third gentleman was asked the 
question. 


_ 6 Deseribe the reduction in tension, sexual and otherwise 
that resulted after the operation. 


A. The first witness testified that there was a general 
reduction in tension, sexual and otherwise as a result of the operation. 


B. The second witness testified substantially as the 
first witness, 


C. The third witness testified substantially as did the 
first witness, 


{+ Do you think there could have been any other solution to 
your problem? 
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A. The first witness testified that he did not believe 
there could have been any other effective solution. 


B. The second witness testified similarly. 
C. The third witness testified similarly. 


8. Did your attitudes toward your previous sexual partners, 
for example--children, men, etc., change after the operation? For 
example, if the offense was homosexuality, did your attitude toward 
men aS sexual objects undergo any change? 


A. The first witness indicated a marked change in 
attitude toward his previous sexual partners and that he was no longer 
attracted to them, 


B. The second witness testified in like manner. 


C. The third witness testified in like manner, but in 
addition added that subsequent to the operation he had placed himself 
voluntarily in situations similar to those that had caused him trouble 
with the law and had not experienced any desire to engage in unnatural 
practices, He volunteered the information that he had been charged 
with indecent exposure prior to the operation and that after the 
operation he had gone to similar places at similar times to test 
himself, but he found that although the opportunity was present he 
had no desire to commit acts of indecent exposure, 


9. Do you have any serious misgivings about the operation? 
A. The first witness answered "No", 
B. The second witness answered "No". 
C. The third witness answered "No", 


10. Would you recommend the operation for others in similar 
cireumstances to yours? 


A. The first witness answered "Yes", 
B. The second witness answered "Yes", 
C. The third witness answered "Yes", 

CHATRMAN CRAWFORD: Mr. Ammon, I believe for the benefit for 
the Committee if you could describe some of the difficulties, or the 
background, of these various individuals prior to their receiving 
this operation, if there is any that you know? 

MR. AMMONS: Yes. The first gentleman, as I recall, is about 
at this time in the late thirties or early forties. He is a profes- 


Sional person. His partnership was homosexual and exerted to 
dissolve that. The operation occurred in about 1950 or 1951. Also 
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objects of this sexual maladjustment were young boys. He was homo- 
sexual all the way and he is still under our supervision and is doing 
very well in business *** 


The second gentleman committed acts on boys of about 12 or 13 
years of age. He is a gardener and he used to hire boys to work for 
him, He is also under our supervision and his operation was one of 
the earlier ones, probably in the mid 1940's and I mention, Mr. Crawford 
we had one witness that is presently married and his wife *** had 
the operation. And I think he is about in his middle 50's now. 


The last one had the operation when he was about 32 or 33 years 
of age, I believe. He was an electronics worker and isstill under 
our supervision #*#** , 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD; ‘Thank you very much. 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Did you say that the one subject, his wife 
did not even know he had the operation? 


MR. AMMONS: Yes, that is his second wife. The first wife 
died and he has subsequently remarried. Somehow or other he has been 
able to keep the whole thing from her. I don't know how, but he did, 


ASSEMBLYMAN FRANCIS: In your experience as supervisor of 
probation, do you hold that this castration has been very effective, 
now this is just your personal opinion... ? 


MR, AMMONS: I think, Mr. Francis, that due to the fact *** 
ASSEMBLYMAN FRANCIS: Well then, you are firmly convinced... 
MR, AMMONS: ‘#% 


ASSEMBLYMAN FRANCIS: You are firmly convineed in your own 
mind that it is effective and you don't have any reservations or 
qualifications at all. That is through your own actual experience, 


MR. AMMONS: **% 


ASSEMBLYMAN FRANCIS: That is right. In other words, I just 
want your personal opinion because you have worked closely with these 
people and you have observed them over a long period of time plus having 
all the statistics available for your studies, and certainly your 
conclusions are . .. my feelings, as well as, I am sure, the other 
members . . . that of an expert. 


MR, AMMONS: I think these people give far less trouble as 
probationers than the general group of people that are under our 
Supervision *** — 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Are there any other questions? 
Mr. O'Connell? 


ASSEMBLYMAN O'CONNELL: You say that this man that had the 
operation in the mid forties is still under your supervision? 
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MR. AMMONS: Yes, sir. 


ASSEMBLYMAN O'CONNELL: Is that a former probation, is it 
& new supervision, or what? 


MR. AMMONS; *## 


ASSEMBLYMAN O'CONNELL: You do the checking, you don't require 
these people to come into your office at fixed intervals? ; 


MR. AMMONS: *** depending on our workload *** , 


ASSEMBLYMAN O'CONNELL: In this particular case you continued 
the probation for a dogen years? 


MR, AMMONS: Yes, *** , 


ASSEMBLYMAN O'CONNELL: Is there a reason for that? It seems 
an unusual length of time to keep a man on probation. 


MR. AMMONS: Judge Turrentine set the term of probation, of 
course, and *** 15 or 25 years is not unusual in this type of offense 
and some of them are, of course, terminated earlier for various reasons, 
and most of them *** for the period of probation. Actually the 
probation officer doesn't have too much control over that. 


: ASSEMBLYMAN O'CONNELL: Yes, I understand that, I have never 
heard of a period of probation that long. Is the term of probation 
limited by the sentence . . . connected with the crime? 


MR. AMMONS: Yes, it is. Some of these people are terminated in 
3 to 5 years and *** , *xX* contributing to deliquency are put on 
probation for five years. If they are convicted of Land L #** 
and some of these other things the term can get the maximum *** the 
sentence imposed. 


ASSEMBLYMAN O'CONNELL: *#%# 

MR. AMMONS;: **# 

ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: I have a question, 
ASSEMBLYMAN O'CONNELL: Mr. Crown? 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Has there been any psychiatric determin- 
ation of whether or not some of these people might be consenting to 
castration as a form of masochism, guilt complex, self-punishnment, and 
thereby their later declarations have changed possibly to conceal 
their continuing this act? 


MR. AMMONS: I have certainly thought of that, Mr. Crown, and 
I think I started making a survey, and some of these people *#* 
Great guilt feelings at the time they committed this act and maybe 
some of them have submitted to this operation as a form of punishment, 
I don't think there has actually been a study made of that, a very 
detailed inquiry. I don't know. 
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_ ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: I am very much interested in the psychiatric 
answer to that. Would you send us a pamphlet please . »../? 


DR, LENGYEL 
San Diego General Hospital 
San Diego 


DR. LENGYEL: **# 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Have you had an opportunity to dvaluate 
any of these individuals after the operation? 


DR, LENGYEL: Well I have seen 4 or 5 of thein postoperatively, 
but I haven't seen them for a long period of time %** and I think. 
there are many factors that enter into the *** ., Many factors enter 
into *** , 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: The question I would have, Doctor ##* 3? 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Doctor, could you come up here so we could 
have your answers on the record, please? 


DR. LENGYEL: *** 
CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: *#** we think you can help ué, 
DR. LENGYEL: I doubt that, 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Well, Doctor, this is a hypothetical, 
coming from one who knows very little about psychiatry, but one, of 
course, that has to deal with any possible change in the law, so I 
ask you this as a hypothetical - is it feasible, or let us say, 
probably, these are very loaded words, I know, and you can qualify 
them, is it feasible to assume, Doctor, that some of these people 
would, aS you say, engage in expiation, absolving themselves of guilt 
by way of castration, and then because they felt absolved, then 
continue in their acts for which they had been previously castrated, 
deny it all the time, the continuation, and also stating that they are 
cured. Is there such a thing psychiatrically feasible? 


DR. LENGYEL: Well there is a possibility of that, that the 
individual having punished, and in his own mind punished too much, 
that he may then resort to something beyond what he has done formerly 
¥¥* the act toward society, but I think from what you hear of these 
individuals who have had this particular type of procedure, apparently 
there has never been any one of them that has resorted to any activity 
of this type, at least as far as anyone knows. . And .that in itself is 
a remarkable record. It is almost an unbelievable record. Of 

course, the question comes up, "What about the individuals who 
haven't had the operation, who are on probation?" "How many, what is 
the percentage .. .?" 


MR. AMMON: Yes, well we are going to study that also, Doctor, 
in our survey. I don't know how many people we have out of the 
emotional securlty program at Atascadero at this time, We have had, 
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to my knowledge, about two failures out of that group and I think 
there is one going through the ccurts now, so that is about the 
third . 4 o 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Well Doctor, from your studies of the sex 
drive in the adult male, would you say that there is any conclusive 
evidence to the effect that desire begins, or is materially affected 
by, the testes? That is, after assuming that he has the testes into 
maturity? ay. 


DR. LENGYEL: Well, the individual who has an atrophy 
a physiological one as he gets older may still have the same interest, 
in effect, so you have an example in many people. Let us say that per 
se the fact of sexual doesn't act up in one part of the anatomy, that 
_ the psychological makeup of the individual is important to the whole 
problem. Psychologically, actually, the individual would probably not 
resort to any misdemeanor or felonious act. We are dealing with an 
older individual, the old man who would, in a vague sort of fashion, 
molest a child, nothing really aggressive, say touching. ‘This 
individual, because of his sense of guilt, would with the operation, 
I would expect him to *** the whole thing because of his years, and 
so forth, everything sort of goes down hill. And I think in those 
conditions I would expect it to be 100%, 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Now the *** ‘that are discharged upon 
climax from the adult male, they are not produced in the testes, they 
come from the seminal vesicle ... Just the sperm, Does the fluid? 


DR, LENGYEL;: Yes, 


' ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: The reason I ask you is that a person who 
has been castrated can still have the mechanics of erection and also 
can discharge a fluid, can he not? 


DR. LENGYEL: Well, yes, because the mucous membrane, let us 
say, from the testicles and the tubes, that there would be some type 
of secretion, let us say, or *** secretion, or let us say that there 
is a *** .. All of the sperm come from the testicles of course, 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: In a vasectomy for example, there is still 
a discharge of fluid in intercourse, is there not? 


DR. LENGYEL: Well-yes, but say in that particular respect 
you have a *** type of secretion. 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: But you also have that in castration, do 
you not? 


DR. LENGYEL: Oh yes. 
ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: I see, so in other words the actual 


mechanics of intercourse could be the same even if there was 
castration or vasectomy. 
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DR, LENGYEL: Well, it shouldn't have anything to do with the 
mechanics actually. ays 


ASSEMBLYMAN GROWN: I am still trying to find out, you see, 
Just why castration makes thie difference. Is Lt hormonal? —- 


DR. LENGYEL:. Well yes. Because the testes do secrete: doumones 
which are put into the blood stream directly, so that, let us say the 
sperm; the secondary sex characteristics and so forth, of the 
individual, let's say, adolescence or early years, the secondary: Bex 
characteristics which are on the basis of hormones (7) which are 
placed in the blood stream, produce certain physiological changes in 
the individual. Of course those: aren't particularly necessary, up 
to a very minor degree, after the individual is grown up. And the 
older he gets the less important it is. Of course individuals, men, 
do put on weight and *** Sern some increase of the hormonal 
secretion *** , 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: ‘The difference between vasectomy and the 
castration, in the vasectomy the hormones may still go into the blood 
stream? 


DR. LENGYEL: Oh yes, you don't do anything there except you 
don't allow the sperm an outlet. Vasectomy does not sever the 
connection there. It has no effect whatsoever physiologically *** , 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: So then you would say that castration aa 
volurtarLly used has been salutary as far as the law is concerned? 
Well, healthy as far as the law is concerned? 


DR, LENGYEL: Well, from those cases that I have known about, 
I feel that it has produced an effect on the individual which has 


lessened his desire or drive in the direction of *** difficulties 
EEE 


ASSEMBLYMAN CROWN: Thank you. - 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Are there any other questions? Well, 
thank you very much, Doctor. I hate to put you on the spot but I 
know that you have been very helpful, at least to me. You probably 
don't recall but the very first case that I was assigned to was to 
defend a sexual psychopath. I came up to your office and asked you 
to explain what made a sexual psychopath tick (?) and you spent 
several hours telling me. Then you showed mea bunch of ink biobs, 
asked me to describe Hoemy and after I was through you said that I 
was almost normal. 


DR. LENGYEL: So you are getting even now. 


CHAIRMAN CRAWFORD: Doctor, I wasn't trying to get even, I 
was just trying to get educated and I think you did a good job. 


Are there any other witnesses present? 


Gentlemen, I would like to read into the record a letter 
which Clark Bradley sent on to me. He also is a member of the 
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Committee and asked it to be read into the record. It is from 
Robert Clogher, Public Relations Director, National Nudist Council, 
Holy City B, California - Subject, Sex Crime Prevention: 


"), We note in the San Jose Mercury that you are a 

member of a subcommittee in the Assembly Interim Committee 
on Judiciary which will be holding hearings in San Diego 
on December 16 to investigate ways and means of reducing 
sex crimes. We note also that orchotomy will be one of 
such ways and means under discussion, 

"2, To preface.a suggestion we will make later, the 
following facts --during the summer of 1955 the editor 

of the Sunshine and Health, the official journal of the 
National Nudist Council, ran a contest for the best essay 
on "What Nudism Means to Me". At the time I was inspecting 
the construction of the 84-inch outfall line for the new 
San Jose sewage treatment plant. One dull, normal afternoon 
when nothing unusual was going on I dashed off a few words 
on the back of a blueprint, entitled same "Nudism, The 
Nemesis of Neurosis", The November issue of the 
magazine printed the same words as the winning essay. 

That provoked other words from the same magazine on the 
same subject and later got me invited to a 1956 NMC 
Convention in Ramona just a few miles outside of San Diego, 
as the guest speaker to discuss nudity and sanity. 


"3, Recent psychological studies had verified what most 
nudists know from experience, that total nudity tends to 
act as a depressant rather than as a. stimulant to a sexual 
urge. Only the veiled and the forbidden excites. 

Louis Francis could bear this out by sales for use on 

the girly magazines. Although nudist magazines show more 
naked women than nakedier, their sales are nowhere near 
those of, for example, "Sir". . 


"4, We believe, based.on 30 years of experience, that the 
practice of nudism is highly therapeutic to, and for those, 
who have had the compulsion or obsession for sex. We hold 
that before such drastic measures as orchotomy are 
instituted, an extended stay in a nudist park would tend 
to curb the stinking thinking of sexual psychopaths. The 
fault lies not in-our little witnesses, testicles, than 
the overly twisted convulsions of our brains that was 
sprung from many sex deviates. 


"They may be the monsters, but we normal people are the 
Doctor Frankensteins who create them. We attempt to - 
harness and direct the sex drive in the way very similar to 
the great experiment called 'prohibition'. Just as the 
prohibitionist created bootleggers, so too do the sex 
purgators reap what they sow. 


"5, Specifically we suggest that you write to each of 
the parks in California listed on the enclosed directory 
asking them to send a delegate to the San Diego hearings, 
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empowered to permit the group to take sexual psychopaths 
from where assigned by the courts. Most groups have 
clinical psychologists and psychiatrists among them who 
could give the same... to give the psychopaths formal 

treatment over and above thetherapy of simply being in 
the midst of sexually healthfully-minded people. 


"6, We realize full well that this is a notion which does 
not conform with the generally accepted one, even so 
broadminded an individual as Senator Jack Thompson balked 
a little at "Nudism, the Nemeses of Neurosis", but it did 
draw from him a two-page letter of commentary. Neither 
was Galllieo's notion that the earth moved, and that it 
rotated around the sun, accepted in their time. The 
majority is always right, but only 200 years after the 
fact. 


"7, If it does nothing else, bringing nudism as a possible 
form of therapy for sexual psychopaths may publicize your 
hearings far more than they will be otherwise. For this 
reason alone we suggest you call in Ernest Miller, owner 
of the park near San Diego, whose address we have marked, 


"Sincerely, Robert Brewer (7) 
P.R.D. N.N.C., Holy City B, , 
California 


"P.S. We should, perhaps, add that we have no connection 
whatsoever with William Reicher (?) who once claimed that 
he was the only: man who could save California. from going 
plumb to hell. As a matter of fact, we are in ‘exile, 
having been forbidden by Mat Minnard to set foot on the 
sacred soil of Holy City. But the new Jewish Messiah, 
Maurice Klein has not yet taken over the Holy City post 
office, but soon, if his propaganda is to be believed, 
R.B. 


If there is no other testimony, I want to thank all of you who 
have helped to make this a very informative and educational hearing 
which I believe will be of further assistance to us in our further 
deliberations. 


i \If there are no other comments, no ss testimony, we will 
call this meeting closed, 


AY 


